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portant ones), require the ratification of the Chambers.1
A declaration of war also requires their consent;2 but
as a matter of fact the government managed to wage
war in Tunis and Tonquin without any such consent,
alleging at first that the affair was not a war, and
afterwards defending itself on the ground that the Par-
liament by voting credits had virtually sanctioned its
course.3

Unlike the President of the United States, the French
President is not free to use his powers accord-
are really     ing to his own  judgment, for in order to
tHeministers make him independent of the fate of cabi-

in his name.                     i            i

nets, and at the same time to prevent his
personal power from becoming too great, the constitu-
tional laws declare that he shall not be responsible for
his official conduct, except in case of high treason, and
that all his acts of every kind, to be valid, must be
countersigned by one of the ministers; and thus, like
the British monarch, he has been put under guardian-
ship and can do no wrong.4 When, therefore, we speak
of the powers of the President, it must be remembered
that these are really exercised by the ministers, who are
responsible to the Chamber of Deputies. The Presi-
dent, indeed, is not usually present at the cabinet con-
sultations (conseils de cabinet] in which the real policy
of the government is discussed, and as a rule he pre-
sides only over the formal meetings (conseils des mi-

1  Const. Law of July 16,1875, Art. 8.

2  Id., Art. 9.

8 See Lebon, Frarikreich, pp. 46, 47.

* Const. Law of Feb. 25,1875, Arts. 3 and 6.